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obsolete, or dilatory In the procedure of Parliament and make the technique of government conform to the rapidly changing material of politics is the proper answer to these assailants, and the British genius for developing institutions according to needs should be equal to this task.
Any precise forecast is impossible. Parties may divide and re-form under pressure of events in ways unthought of at the present time. Foreign affairs may rudely interrupt the course of domestic politics. Parliamentary institutions which arc far from final in their present form, may be developed to meet the new economic conditions and to reflect a greater variety of opinion. The British genius for adaptation to circumstances without too much regard for political theory is unlikely to be exhausted. Indeed it may triuy be said of these times that there never was so much awareness of political problems, or such serious and honest endeavour to find solutions. All our political parties have their " brain-trusts"; all are constantly engaged in producing plans, programmes, and constructive policies for the judgment of the public and instruction of Governments. To cure the confusion of politics by planning ahead is now the universal aspiration, and it is not likely to be quenched cither by unexpected consequences, when plans arc put into operation, or by the persistent habit of the public in thinking more of the sins of an outgoing Government than of the programmes of those who aspire to succeed it. This intense awarcjiicss of the problems lying ahead is a new fact of great promise for the future, but it needs to be corrected and fortified by tome study of the past, and not least of the years which have specially contributed to the shaping of these problems.in the world a Communistic State which provided greater happiness and prosperity for the mass of its people than other States basing their systems on private profit, Great Britain would no doubt be profoundly affected by its example, but if on the other hand deep poverty and chronic shortage of the necessaries and amenities of life are seen to attend these experiments, she is unlikely to be tempted by any theory to be lured into following them.
